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The Advice of ‘Utbah bin Ghazwaan هللا ھمحر  
 

Khaalid bin ‘Umar al-‘Adawee said: ‘Utbah bin Ghazwaan1 gave us a 
speech, and so he praised Allāh and extolled Him and then said:  
“As for what comes after: 
Then indeed the world has announced2 its end3 and is weak and rapidly 
hastening on,4 and nothing of it remains except a portion5 which is like 
what remains in a container, that is being drunk up.6 And indeed you are 
heading for a land that has no end, so proceed with the good of what you 
- my respected brothers – have done, because indeed it has been 
mentioned to us that the stone from the edge of Jahannam was heard and 
it had been falling in it for seventy years, not realising how deep its lowest 
depths were.7 

                                                             
1 He was a Companion of Allāh’s Messenger ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص, and one of the foremost 
forerunners, who witnessed the Battle of Badr and other battles with 
Allāh’s Messenger ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص . He was one of the celebrated marksmen who was 
one of those leaders who were in charge of military expeditions, and he 
was the one who mapped out Basrah and established it. 
 
His biography is in: Hilyah al-Awliyaa, (1/170-171), Taareekh Baghdaad 
(1/155-157), al-‘Aqd ath-Thameen (6/11-12), al-Isaabah (2/455), Asad 
al-Ghaabah (3/461-463), and Sayr A’laam an-Nubalaa (1/304-306). 
2 i.e. has notified its… 
3 i.e. its termination and passing away. 
4 i.e. it has accelerated and hastened on. 
5 i.e. the small insignificant remnants from the drink that remains at the 
bottom of the container. 
6 i.e. it has been drunken up. 
7  The [Arabic word used is] Qa’r, which is the lowest depth of a thing. 



| The Advice of ‘Utbah bin Ghazwaan هللا ھمحر  
 

 Page 3 

 
And by Allāh, it will most certainly be filled! So are you not amazed?! 
 
And it has been mentioned to us, that what is between two of the doors of 
Jannah, is equal to the distance covered by travelling for forty years, and 
yet there will most certainly be a day which will overcome it, there being 
an overflowing8 crowd at each door. 
 
And indeed, I have seen myself as the seventh of the seven who were with 
Allāh’s Messenger ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص . And the only food we ate was the leaves of trees, 
such that the corners of our mouths became covered with ulcers.9 So I 
picked up my cloak and then tore it, in order to split it between myself 
and Sa’d bin Mālik.10 Hence I put on half of it and Sa’d put on the other 
half. Yet today, each one of us has become a leader of a great city. 
 
And indeed I seek refuge in Allāh from considering myself to be great, 
while Allāh considers me to be insignificant. 
 
And indeed prophet-hood has never existed except that what 
followed was of a different nature, until in the end, kingship 
remained. Hence you will make inquiries and test out the rulers who 
come after us.”11

                                                             
8 i.e. full up/filled. 
9 i.e. wounds and lesions had formed in them [their jaws] because of the 
roughness and bitterness of the leaves that they were eating. 
10 He is Sa’d bin Abee Waqqaas هللا ھمحر . [Translator’s note: Footnotes 2 
to 10 taken directly from the explanation that Imaam an-Nawawee gave 
for this narration]. 
11 Related by Muslim (Eng. Trans. Vol. 4, No. 7075). 
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