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Shaykh Abu Anas Muhammad Ibn Haadi Al Madkhali, May Allah 

preserve and protect him said: 

 

Strive in being with the Major Scholars and distance yourselves 

from the youth. Be aware of the charlatans₍₁₎ for verily they are 

like highway robbers in relation to their effect on the students 

of knowledge. They are the highway robbers that cut off the 

path for the students of knowledge by preventing them from 

connecting with the Senior Scholars despite their presence and 

encouraging them towards the young ones. Any one of these 

youth is like a chick drowning in a tea cup. His voice is like the 

peeping of a chick (in comparison to the crowing of a rooster) 

that no one can hear but himself₍₂₎. They have been likened to 

the scholars and have deceived many people. They have been 

portrayed as scholars while in reality they are not scholars. 

Rather they are only beginner students. Refer to the meanings 

of Beginner Student, Intermediate Student and Advanced 

Student and apply the meanings accordingly to these 

charlatans who have only recently appeared. They cut off the 

path to seeking knowledge for the students. 

 

Unfortunately, the affair has reached the point where some 

students actually travel great distances to sit with these 

charlatans while the Senior Scholars are available. So, they 

abandon the Senior Scholars and gather around the youth. This 

is a great affliction. Rather, by Allah, this is from the signs of 

the Hour according to an authentic narration of the Messenger 

of Allah, ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص, in which he said, “Verily from the Signs of the Hour 

are seeking knowledge from the youth.”₍₃₎ There is also a 

narration in which Ibn Massoud, رضي هللا تعالى عنه, states, “The 

people will remain in a good state as long as they take 

knowledge from their seniors, their trustworthy ones and their 

scholars. When they begin taking from their youth and their 

evil ones, they will be destroyed.”⁽⁴⁾ 
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In this time, these inexperienced practitioners become raisins 

before they’ve ripened⁽⁵⁾. They have started to emerge 

amongst the people and align themselves amongst the ranks of 

the Senior Scholars. Taking knowledge from these people is 

evil - we ask Allah to protect us - and it causes the people to 

miss out on much goodness. As I have said, it is - by Allah - 

from the Signs of the Hour to take knowledge from the youth 

while abandoning the Senior Scholars. To the contrary, the 

people will always be in a good state so long as they take 

knowledge from the seniors, the trustworthy ones and the 

scholars as Ibn Masoud عنه رضي هللا  mentioned. When they take 

knowledge from the youth and the maleficent ones, they will be 

destroyed. 

 

Pay attention to his (Ibn Masoud) saying “the youth and the 

evil ones”. The evil ones are known. As for the youth, they are 

those who are young in age, limited in experience and have 

little knowledge. “Hudatha’ul Asnaan, Sufaha’ul Ahlam” 

(inexperienced, ignorant youth). They spread trials and 

tribulations among people. They bring more harm than benefit, 

we ask Allah to protect us. 

 

Do not be fooled by these inexperienced youth and ‘Out of the 

Blue Scholars’ (Johnny Come Latelies ), rather I call them The 

Tormentous Scholars who have inflicted suffering upon the 

Dawah. They have ripped the Dawah apart and broken it up as 

well as tearing its people apart. They are Tormentous Scholars, 

we seek refuge in Allah. They are those who chase after 

tazkiyaat (words of approval). They send students of 

knowledge to gather their tazkiyaat and praise from the 

scholars so that they can be raised up amongst the people. 

They spread them and make the tazkiyaat known such that 

their being so-called scholars is based upon the tazkiyaat not 

on reality. If you were to really look, you would find that they 

have compounded ignorance [when an individual is ignorant 

and he does not know he is ignorant]. 
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Be aware of them my beloved ones. Verily, they are not 

scholars. They are not firmly grounded in knowledge and the 

harm they cause outweighs the good. It is very important, my 

beloved ones, that you give great concern to this matter and 

that you tie yourselves to the Senior Scholars, the Scholars of 

Sunnah, Referents of the Sunnah, the Companions of 

Indisputable Knowledge. 

 

As for those that have appeared amongst us recently, the 

invisible internet scholars, the Google scholars, and their likes, 

beware of them; they have nothing except that which I’ve 

described to you. The evil that comes from them is greater 

than the good, may Allah protect us. 

 

This is an excerpt from the speech of Sh. Muhammad Ibn 

Haadi, may Allah the Most High preserve him, which is entitled 

“An Advice to the Callers to Tawheed in Sudan” which was 

given to his sons and brothers in the Republic of Sudan on 12 

Safar 1439. 

 

 

 

Translators Notes: 

 

1. (Sa’aafiqah) - الّصعافقة - Charlatans/imposters - Sh. 

Muhammad bin Haadi uses the term Sa’aafiqah when speaking 

about these imposters. Ibn Atheer defined Sa’aafiqah as the 

one who enters into the marketplace to do business but he 

does not possess any capital. He attaches himself to 

businessmen in order to benefit from that which they possess 

of capital. These imposters are like businessmen without 

capital; meaning they don’t really have knowledge. (Ibn 

Atheer; An Nihaayah fi Ghareebil Hadith wal Athar: “صعفق”) 

 

2. Abu Salamah Ibn Abdur Rahman Ibn Awf disputed some 
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matters with Ibn Abbaas and this reached Aa’isha. Abu 

Salamah reported that he asked Aa’isha, the Mother of the 

Believers, “What makes the Ghusl obligatory?” So she said, “Do 

you know what you are like, Abu Salamah. You are like a chick 

who hears the cock crow and begins to peep (thinking you are 

imitating the cock.)…” Meaning you are not equal to Ibn 

Abbaas, yet you dispute with him. (Al Bayhaqi; Sunan Al 

Kubraa, Vol. 1; The Obligation of Ghusl after relations; p. 

257/781; Darul Kutub al Ilmiyyah, 3rd Edition, 2003). 

 

3. The Messenger of Allah said, “Verily from the Signs of the 

Hour is taking knowledge from the youth.” Al-Albaani graded 

this hadith as Saheeh (Al Albaani; Silsilatul Saheehah, Vol. 2; 

p. 309/695; Maktabul Ma’aarif, 1995). 

 

4. Abdullah (Ibn Masoud) said, “The People will not cease being 

upon good as long as they take knowledge from their seniors, 

trustworthy ones and scholars. When they begin taking 

knowledge from their youth and evil ones they will be 

destroyed.” (Al Khateeb al Baghdadi; Al Faqeeh wal 

Mutafaqqih, Vol. 2 Blindfollowing the Scholars by the 

Unlearned; p. 155/776; Dar Ibnul Jawzi, 1st Edition, 1996) 

 

5. Sh. Muhammad bin Haadi uses the Arabic expression here: 

 “تزبب قبل أن يتحصرم”. 

Before becoming a grape, the grape is a small sour tasting 

berry. After the grape stage, the grape becomes a raisin. This 

is an Arabic expression that means that “they’ve become 

raisins before ever being sour berries”. According to Mu’jamul 

Waseet this denotes assuming a state or status without having 

gone through the prerequisite stages required to achieve that 

status. (Al Mu’jamul Waseet, 2nd Edition; “  (” تزبب


